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at Court, wished to marry a lady-in-waiting, which Catherine
regarded as presumption; he therefore fell into disfavour, and
Jeremy and codification along with him.
Wherever Bentham might be, whether on the Black Sea, or in
his chambers, or at Queen Square Place, he always wrote volu-
minously every day. What he had written he put away carefully
in pigeon holes, and there it remained unless some kind friend
retrieved it The consequence was that in England he remained
obscure, and such work as he did publish attracted litde atten-
tion. In 1788, however, he met the Genevese Dumont, who
became his enthusiastic disciple, secured manuscripts from him,
translated them into French, and caused them to become widely
known on the Continent. Moreover Dumont supplied the material
for the speeches of Mirabeau, who was too busy making love
and eluding creditors to have time for research. Long extracts
from Bentham were published by Dumont in Mirabeau's paper,
the Counter de Province. In 1789, Bentham wrote to Mirabeau:
I am proud, as becomes me, of your intentions in my favour. I
look out with impatience for the period of their accomplishment.
Meanwhile, in addition to the honour of calling the Comte de
Mirabeau my translator and reviewer, permit me that of styling
myself his correspondent.
So great was his fame in France that the Assembly elected him
a French citizen. But he was still a Tory, and soon became dis-
gusted with the Revolution; and at about the same time, the
Revolution forgot >"Vnr Elsewhere, however, his reputation in-
creased steadily. Alexander's liberal minister Speransky greatly
admired him; Alexander, in 1814, asked him to help in drafting
a code. In Spain, and throughout Latin America, he was revered.
The Cortes voted that his works should be printed at the public
expense. Borrow, in The Bible in Spain, tells how he was
arrested in a remote part of Galicia for selling the scriptures, but
was immediately liberated when the magistrate found he was a
countryman of 'the great Baintham*. Aaron Burr, former Vice-
President of the United States, invited him to come to Mexico
where the one was to be Emperor and the other was to be legis-
lator. (It does not appear what the Mexicans thought of the
scheme,) He thought of going to Caracas, to enjoy the dimate
and make a penal code for Venezuela, There was no end to his
fame in distant regions. As Hazlitt says: